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Be inspired 
Celebrate poetry  
in the home town  
of the world’s  
greatest poet

Ticket Hotline: 01789 294911



This year’s festival is all set to be an international and creative 
feast. We’re delighted to be hosting two special celebrations 
in honour of Charles Dickens’s 200th anniversary, some 
events as part of the Cultural Olympiad and an evening 
devoted to the Olympic theme. We have teamed up with  
The University of Birmingham to present an evening of poets 
‘working with Shakespeare.’ Or perhaps you’d like to take part 
in Poetry Sunday, when Stratford-upon-Avon comes to life 
with the sound of poetry? There are special talks, an evening 
in association with Amnesty International and a Poetry 
Mass. All this and a warm welcome to our very first writer-in-
residence, Kapka Kassabova. 
 
Paul Edmondson
Poetry Festival Director

Director’s Welcome

Poetry Festival Live
For more information and latest event details visit:  
www.bloggingshakepspeare.com/poetry-festival or our facebook 
page at: www.facebook.com/stratforduponavonpoetryfestival.

Ticket Hotline: 01789 294911



Young People’s Poetry
We invited local school students to write 
poems that link to the importance of 
2012: The Olympics for the under 12s and 
Apocalyptic Visions for the 12 to 18 year-olds. 
Some of the poems will be displayed on the 
railings of Shakespeare’s Birthplace during 
the festival. We hope you will join us to 
celebrate the young people’s success as their 
work is performed by actors David and  
Ali Troughton. 
 
Venue: Queen Elizabeth Hall, The Shakespeare 
Centre, Henley Street. 
Tickets: £4.00 (free for families of participants).  
Bar available.

Wednesday 4 July, 6.00 – 7.30pm

Ticket Hotline: 01789 294911

Shakespeare’s Poetry
Presented by Poet in the City in partnership with The 
Shakespeare Institute and the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. 

‘Prologue to the swelling scene.’ 
In this year of national celebration to mark the  
London Olympics, the spotlight inevitably falls upon  
William Shakespeare, the nation’s most famous poet and 
dramatist. This special event will look in detail at the sonnets, 
which lie at the heart of his verse, their mysteries, their 
insights into the themes such as love, death and time, as well 
as exploring how Shakespeare used poetry in his plays and 
stagecraft. Featuring readings from actors  
Michael Pennington and Ion Caramitru, and discussions 
from academics Paul Edmondson, Michael Dobson and  
Ann Thompson, this event promises to be a highlight in a  
year of celebration of British culture. 
Venue: Hall One at Kings Place, 90 York Way, London, N1 9AG.
Tickets: £9.50 if booked online via www.kingsplace.co.uk.
Otherwise tickets cost £11.50. Box office 020 7520 1490 or e-mail: 
tickets@kingsplace.co.uk. For general enquiries please contact  
info@poetinthecity.co.uk.

Monday 2 July, 7.00pm

Ali Troughton

David Troughton

Launch event



From Bleak House to Broadway; from Edwin Drood to Hollywood 
- Friends will be Mutual and Expectations will be Great for this 
sparkling new entertainment which celebrates the bicentenary 
of one of the world’s most popular authors, Charles Dickens. 
This delightful show looks at ‘Dickens and the Theatre‘: from 
Victorian dramatisations of his novels, through West End musicals 
to specially-written new songs and sketches which imagine how 
Dickens would fare in the world of the Hollywood Movie and TV 
Soap Opera. Featuring show-stopping numbers from Oliver!, 
Pickwick!, Scrooge!, The Mystery of Edwin Drood and many more. 
 
Venue: The Shakespeare Institute, Church Street.  
Tickets: £15.00. Interval refreshments available.

Thursday 5 July, 7.30pm

Poetry Parnassus 
Come and be part of the Cultural Olympiad! The Southbank 
Centre’s Poetry Parnassus is a great meeting of poetic minds 
from every Olympic nation. For Writing West Midlands and 
the Stratford Poetry Festival, Poetry Parnassus is delighted to 
introduce T. J. Dema from Botswana, a poet, editor and events 
manager, and Kosal Khiev from Cambodia, a poet, and exile 
from the USA. T. J. Dema is a Botswana poet and chairperson 
of The Writers Association of Botswana. She has performed in 
France, Denmark, India, South Africa, Malawi and Zimbabwe 
and is part of the multi-country poetry and music ensemble 
Sonic Slam Chorus.  Kosal Khiev is a poet, teaching artist, and 
survivor of the US prison system, deported in 2011 to Cambodia. 
Since then, he has used poetry to uplift his situation with 
compelling performances at TedX Phnom Penh, universities 
and public stages. An event in partnership with the Cultural 
Olympiad’s Poetry Parnassus and Writing West Midlands.
 
Venue: The Shakespeare Centre, Henley Street.  
Tickets: £9.00. Bar available. 

Jan Hartley Clive Hayward Nicola Keen

Sunday 8 July, 7.30 – 9.30pm

What the Dickens! 
Written and directed by Malcolm McKee.  
With actors Jan Hartley, Clive Hayward,  
Nicola Keen and David Timson. 

Malcom McKee

David Timson



Saturday 14 July, 2.00pm

Celebrating Dickens on Film 
A special screening of perhaps the greatest of all Dickens 
film adaptations: David Lean’s 1946 Great Expectations, with 
internationally renowned author, Dame Margaret Drabble, in 
conversation, afterwards. 
 
Venue: Stratford Picturehouse, Windsor Place, Windsor Street. 
Tickets: £9.00. For this event tickets should be purchased directly  
from the cinema either in person; by calling the booking line:  
0871 902 5741 (lines open 9.30am-8.30pm, seven days a week) or 
online: www.picturehouses.co.uk/cinema/Stratford_Upon_Avon.

Writer-in-Residence  
This year the Poetry Festival welcomes its  
first writer-in-residence, Kapka Kassabova.  

Poet, travel writer and novelist Kapka Kassabova grew up 
in Bulgaria and moved to New Zealand after the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. Her two poetry books are published by Bloodaxe, 
and her childhood memoir of communist Bulgaria, Street 
Without a Name (2008), was short-listed for the Prix du livre 
européen. Her new books are the mystery novel Villa Pacifica 
and Twelve Minutes of Love, a story about the Argentine 
tango obsession, and what it means to be a lost soul in the 
twenty-first century. Kapka is a lecturer in creative writing at 
Strathclyde University and lives in Edinburgh and the  Scottish 
Highlands. She is one of the Cultural Olympiad poets taking 
part in the Poetry Parnassus project at The Southbank Centre. 
She takes up her residency in partnership with The Hosking 
Houses Trust for women writers (www.hoskinghouses.co.uk). 

Kapka Kassabova

New



Sunday 15 July, 10.00am – 4.00pm

Poetry Sunday
Free Event: Stratford-upon-Avon comes alive with the sound 
of poetry! Join us as an army of volunteers hits the streets of 
Stratford to read and speak poetry with thousands of visitors. 
From trees to bridges, street corners to boats on the river (and 
even in taxis) Stratford-upon-Avon will be speaking and hearing 
verse! There’ll be events in The Guild Chapel, The Shakespeare 
Institute, throughout the five Shakespeare Houses, and other 
venues. There’ll be guided sonnet and poetry trails, poetry 
busking and a special an ‘open mic’ event at Hall’s Croft for all 
budding performers and writers plus a special recital of  
T.S. Eliot’s The Wasteland.  
Find Stratford Poetry Sunday on facebook and look out for on-
street information on the day for all the latest news about Poetry 
Sunday and find out who’s performing where! At 4.00pm, as The 
Guild Chapel bell strikes, join the whole town in the reading of 
a single poem: Shakespeare’s Sonnet 18.

Sunday 15 July, 7.30pm

Play Up! and Play  
the Game! 
Award-winning actors, Clive Francis and 
Desmond Barrit serve up a Poetry Olympics of 
verse and wit. 
To add to the fever pitch aroused by Poetry 
Sunday and by the prospect of the forthcoming 
Olympic Games, local author Roger Pringle has 
devised an entertaining sprint through poems 
of many periods that engage with all kinds of 
sports. Writers from William Shakespeare to John 
Betjeman and beyond offer views on the joys and 
challenges of recreations ranging from boating 
and boxing, to coursing and cricket, football and 
fishing. Pay up, pay up, and hear some  
matchless talent!  

New

Clive Francis

Desmond Barrit

Venue: Queen Elizabeth Hall, The Shakespeare Centre, Henley Street. 
Tickets: £15.00. Bar available.



Wednesday 18 July, 6.00 – 7.00pm

Poetry Antipasti 
Led by the local ‘maître d’ of words and verse, Wendy 
Freeman. Share in the pleasure of reading poetry, your own 
original work or old favourites, over some delicious antipasti. 
Why not stay on for dinner and continue to read poetry?  
 
Venue:  Cafe Pasta, Sheep Street.  
Tickets: £5.00. Includes light refreshments.

Tuesday 17 July, 1.00 – 4.00pm

Poetry Workshop 
with Kapka Kassabova 
Poetry is magic, but how do we put together the magic 
ingredients that make a poem work? How do we translate the 
wonder of private experience into a good poem? Spend an 
afternoon with Kapka Kassabova, this year’s Poetry Festival’s 
writer-in-residence and recent participant in the Cultural 
Olympiad’s Poetry Parnassus at the Southbank Centre. Read 
some of the world’s finest contemporary poets and unlock 
your own poetic vision through exercises in how to create 
memorable images and convey the unsaid. 
 
Venue: The Shakespeare Centre, Henley Street.  
Tickets: £12.00. Includes refreshments.

Kapka Kassabova

New



Sunday 22 July, 7.30pm

Poetry Mass
A celebration of Holy Communion based on a liturgy of 
appropriate poems by writers over many centuries. The 
evening is offered as a great thanksgiving for our world 
and human creativity. All faiths and beliefs – and non-
beliefs – are welcome. Come and enjoy the wonderful 
acoustics and setting of The Guild Chapel. 
 
Venue: The Guild Chapel, Stratford-upon-Avon.  
Tickets: Free but ticketed.

Saturday 21 July, 7.30pm

The True Legend of 
Saint Helena with 
Marina Warner
St Helena was born an Essex girl, the daughter of Old King 
Cole. She rose to become Empress of the East, and mother of 
the Emperor Constantine who converted the Roman Empire 
to Christianity. In an illustrated talk, writer Marina Warner 
will unfold Helena’s remarkable destiny, which includes 
inspiring Piero Della Francesca’s fresco cycle in Arezzo and 
the dedication of many places of worship, including the 
parish church of Clifford Chambers. 

Hosted in partnership with The Hosking Houses Trust for 
women writers (www.hoskinghouses.co.uk). 

Venue: St Helen’s Church, Clifford Chambers.
Tickets: £5.00. Refreshments available.

Marina Warner



Sunday 29 July, from 7.00pm

Poetry for Amnesty 
with Jane Lapotaire 
and Jack Mapanje 
Malawian poet, Jack Mapanje, reads from  
his work and is joined by stage and screen 
actor, Jane Lapotaire who will read poems 
related to the Amnesty themes of freedom  
and social justice. Billimankhwe Arts are a UK 
and Malawi based theatre company who have 
worked with Jack Mapanje. Their production 
of And Crocodiles Are Hungry At Night will be 
given its UK premiere as part of this evening’s 
event. Bilimankwhe Arts are able to appear in 
part due to the generous support of Felix 
Dennis. In association with Amnesty 
International UK group Stratford-upon-Avon  
(www.stratfordonavon.amnesty.org.uk).

Jane Lapotaire

Jack Mapanje

Venue: Queen Elizabeth Hall, The Shakespeare Centre, Henley Street. 
Tickets: £15.00. Bar available.  
Some of the proceeds of the evening will help support the work of 
Amnesty International UK.

Monday 6 August, 7.30 – 9.30pm

Shakespeare as  
Poetic Muse 
In partnership with The University of Birmingham’s 
International Shakespeare Conference and in association 
with Poet in the City, we are delighted to present an 
evening of poetry featuring major British poets  
Wendy Cope, Don Paterson, Lachlan McKinnon, and 
Michael Symmons Roberts. Join us as they read their 
work and talk about how Shakespeare informs their 
creative processes. Chaired by Paul Edmondson.

Wendy Cope Don Paterson Lachlan McKinnon Michael Symmons
Roberts

Venue: The Shakespeare Centre, Henley Street.  
Tickets: £15. Bar available.

Final event



Booking Information 
  
How to book tickets 
Tickets will be available from 23 April*
 

• By telephoning our 24-Hour Ticket Hotline (answering service) 
  
•  In person by visiting The Shakespeare Bookshop  

(in the Shakespeare Birthplace gift shop), Henley Street,  
Stratford-upon-Avon (9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday - Sunday)

 
• By post (please fill in the form opposite)
 
* Subject to availability tickets may also be purchased at each 
venue, 30 minutes before the starting time.

 

10% discount available to Friends of the Shakespeare Birthplace 
Trust. Under 18s, students and registered unemployed are 
all eligible for £2.00 off the full ticket price; proof of eligibility 
required at time of booking. Half-price student tickets are 
available on the door prior to the performance.

Please notify us of any access needs you have and we will try to 
accommodate them. Audio recording equipment, cameras and 
mobile phones may not be used at any of the events. 
Disclaimer: All information was accurate at the time of going to 
press but events may be subject to change at short notice, please 
check website links for latest details.

Concessions

Access



Date Title of event No. of 
tickets

Total value For office 
use

Booking Form 
 
 
 
24-Hour Ticket Hotline: 01789 294911

Name

Address

   Postcode

Contact tel no.

1. Card payment

I wish to pay by credit/debit card for a sum not exceeding £_____________________

Credit/debit card type Visa/Mastercard/Maestro please specify___________________

Card no.

Expiry date                                                     Security no.                             Issue no.

Name of cardholder 

Signed                                                                                                                    Date

Shakespeare Birthplace Trust Friends membership no. for 10% discount if applicable

2. Cheque payment

I enclose a cheque for a sum not exceeding £ __________________________________

Made payable to the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust. Please leave the amount stating 
only an upper limit.

3. Donations

I would also like to add a top up donation of  £ ________________________________

Send your completed booking form with an sae to:  
The Poetry Festival, The Shakespeare Bookshop, Henley Street,  
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 6QW.



The Shakespeare Centre, Henley Street,
Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 6QW

Download Eye Shakespeare, our free iphone app 
(from May 2012 on iTunes). An innovative street guide to 
Shakespeare’s Stratford.

The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust
We are the world’s leading charity in promoting the 
enjoyment of Shakespeare’s works, life and times. We 
care for five historic houses in Stratford-upon-Avon, all 
associated with William Shakespeare and his family, and are 
a leading centre of learning and internationally renowned 
Shakespeare Collections. We are an independent charity 
and receive no regular funding. We rely on support from our 
visitors, Friends and donors. To find out more on how you 
can support the Trust or become a Friend, please visit: 
www.shakespeare.org.uk/support-us or call 01789 204016.

Find us on

www.shakespeare.org.uk  
www.bloggingshakespeare.com/poetry-festival

24-Hour Ticket Hotline: 01789 294911

Follow us on
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